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Anime Subculture in Russia
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Abstract

The purpose of this article i1s to explore the historical conditions of the
introduction of Japanese anime and manga subculture in post-Soviet Russia. It
examines how this subculture was born and what are its main features. I will
show in this paper that this vouth subculture is a product of post-industrial
society and that it represents the development of the contemporary Russian
society.

Japanese anime and manga were introduced into the Russian society in the
1990s at the same time with other foreign cultures. It soon gained a great
popularity among Russian youth. With the spread of the Internet in 2000, the
anime subculture became one of the largest youth subcultures in Russia.

The paper aims to show that the anime subculture in Russia has the
following four features: 1)the center of the anime culture in Russia is in the
Internet society; 2)it is typical for anime fans to try to express themselves
through their activities and to belong to a group; 3)the interest to anime leads to
the developing of creative activity; 4)the anime subculture is one of the most

peaceful and socially active groups of youth in contemporary Russia.
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